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PREMIER�S STATEMENT 
Consideration 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin � Deputy Leader of the National Party) [9.03 pm]: To start with, I want to 
say a couple of things. I am going into my eighth year as a member of this place; many other members were 
elected at the same time. I must say that it has been a great experience and I have certainly learnt a lot. 

I thank my family, the staff in my office, my National Party supporters and the members of this place for their 
support. I also appreciate the local support I get in my electorate, and I am sure I speak on behalf of all members 
of this place for our appreciation of that support. Sometimes we get so busy that we forget about the local 
support we get. I particularly thank my family members for the sacrifices they make, which I am sure every 
member�s family makes. I have really enjoyed the past seven years and I am certainly looking forward to this 
year, which I think will be a very exciting year for us all. I am looking forward also to another four years in this 
place. 

This is a really crucial time in the state. The state is booming, but with booms come issues as well. Western 
Australia is probably a victim of its own success at the moment. Although we see all the benefits of the boom, 
which is fantastic, we also see the downside. I am talking particularly about housing pressures, the skills 
shortage etc. We have seen the Alastair Hope report on the situation of some Indigenous communities, about 
which I am sure all members are concerned. I believe the government, in this year as it heads towards an 
election, must focus very much on those issues. It must focus very much on using the state�s wealth wisely and 
on getting equities and priorities right.  

I listened to the Premier�s Statement today and was disappointed with the first part. I did not think this was the 
right time to use the statement for political grandstanding. I was disappointed with that. I believe the people of 
Western Australia will see through that sort of stuff when we should be focusing on going forward, which the 
Premier then moved on and talked about. I certainly support that way of going but certainly not the negative 
way. 

I want to talk a little about using the state�s wealth wisely and getting equities and priorities right. One reason I 
became involved in politics was in regard to equity for all areas of the state. There are some major needs in the 
community, such as labour and skilled labour. The Premier talked a lot about apprenticeships and traineeships. I 
acknowledge that a lot of good work is being done but there are still lots of issues in the community. The 
Premier talked about the rise in the school leaving age. The National Party supported that rise but we also said 
that the government must supply resources and teachers, and also assist people in business with traineeships, 
apprenticeships and money. People in regional areas are facing many of those issues. 

I want to talk quite a bit about country infrastructure, about the new directions in health and about looking after 
the very young and the very old. Childcare and aged care issues affect everyone. I believe at times families are 
too easily passed over. There are some major issues with childcare and aged care in my electorate at the moment. 
As someone whose father is now in aged care, I have seen the issues more closely, and I think we can do better 
in that area. 

I want to talk about my electorate of Wagin because I feel privileged to represent Wagin; it is a great region. 
Wagin had a wonderful season last year. We have heard about reports of droughts etc and I feel very sorry for 
people in the northern and eastern areas who have experienced a drought, some of them a second drought in a 
row. My electorate was fortunate to have a good season with good prices, although not a wet season. People 
there are brimming with confidence; things are happening and that is great to see. People say that the 
government should do this and the government should do that, but they need to help themselves as well; the 
government is there to support that. I am really proud of what people in my electorate do. I never cease to be 
amazed at what people achieve just by doing something for their local community. I want to mention a few 
achievements, because they are important to the spirit that keeps the state, the regions and the metropolitan areas 
going well; that is, when people get off their behinds, pitch in and do things for themselves. In saying that, I 
encourage the government to ensure its support for those people who are doing those things, because they are the 
people who will utilise government funding properly and who will benefit the state. 

There are local men�s sheds being established throughout my electorate; I think there are about four now. Just 
last week I opened one in Narrogin. The idea of men�s sheds is to provide an opportunity for those gentlemen 
who are getting on in years, are probably retired and are in need of something to do. They are probably very 
skilful people in their own right, and good with their hands in particular. These men�s sheds give them a place to 
go to, to continue to utilise and practise their skills and, more importantly, to share those skills with their 
contemporaries and other men in the same position and pass onto other people and the next generation those 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 26 February 2008] 

 p331a-341a 
Mr Terry Waldron; Mr John Castrilli; Acting Speaker; Mr Tony Simpson 

 [2] 

skills that have often been learnt over a lifetime. At the same time as we talk about mental health and mental 
illness and all those types of things, these types of community activities are driven in most cases by the 
communities themselves. In this case this facility is driven by money raised locally, by Lions clubs and other 
community clubs that support them with donations to do all the work themselves to provide this wonderful 
facility.  

We also have an initiative called the Wheatbelt Organisation for Children�s Services of which our leader, the 
member for Merredin, is patron and who was responsible for getting it off the ground. WOCS is a group of 
concerned mums that came together a few years ago because they were concerned about child care. They have 
now formed this group that has become a very strong and very responsible lobbying group that gives people 
somewhere to turn to for information and advice on childcare issues. The members of the group do a fantastic 
job and I am really proud to be involved with them. They help me do my job better to try to get better childcare 
facilities. In fact, they are helping me with a situation in Katanning right at the moment. 

I also want to refer to road safety groups. I congratulate all those members who have run road safety forums; 
they are a great initiative. In the forum that I ran there is now a local road safety group that is working very much 
with the wheatbelt RoadWise committees. The RoadWise committee has come up with a program to work with 
the police next weekend. In our region of the wheatbelt over the long weekend, the police will pull over people 
who are driving well and obeying the rules and give them a certificate. That will qualify them to win some 
prizes. The member for Merredin and I are supporting that. That is a wonderful local innovation that is receiving 
positive feedback. Hopefully, it will have a positive effect on road safety, which a lot of people, myself included, 
tend to get very negative about.  
Our sports clubs, book clubs, church and youth groups, rural and farming groups do a great job in our 
communities. I especially want to mention the Narrogin RevHeads, a group that started a revheads weekend to 
try to accommodate young guys who like doing wheelies and doing burnouts etc. They get an opportunity to let 
off a bit of steam in a controlled situation under supervision. It is a huge weekend that has grown and grown. 
Unfortunately, sometimes there are some issues with drugs and other things with the clientele who turn up, but it 
is generally great. This group has put so much money back into Narrogin and other areas in the region. Last year 
they bought a car to take older people to Perth to visit specialists. They are the good things that keep 
communities going that we often forget about.  

I have spoken about the confidence of our area. Great land developments are happening in our region. Next week 
I am launching a big development in the town of Williams, the Munthoola estate. Up to 180 blocks, about 60 
housing blocks and blocks of varying sizes will be released. It is wonderful to see the confidence of the 
community. The estate has been developed by private enterprise, which has worked very closely with the local 
shire, which in turn has done a tremendous job. I wish to complement the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure. We tried to push a couple of things along and she responded well. It just shows what can happen 
in our area. 

I have been very fortunate with the boundary changes in my electorate. Whoever may be the member for Wagin 
in the future will benefit. The new areas add the shires of Boddington, Wandering, Cuballing, Wickepin�
Wandering, Cuballing and Wickepin were in the Wagin electorate until the last change but they come back in�
Pingelly, Brookton, Kondinin, Kulin, Lake Grace, Jerramungup, Gnowangerup and Kent. It makes a lot of sense. 
It is a huge area. We know that the electorates will be big but at least this area encompasses similar areas of 
interest. The areas fit in well. It is an agricultural-based region and I think it will be a great region to be the local 
member for. It is sad to see Boyup Brook going out of that area. However, Bridgetown going back into the south 
west and not being split is a good decision. The member for Warren-Blackwood and I have shared Bridgetown. 
It creates problems when a country shire like that is shared. I do not think it works. I think the right decision has 
been made.  
I look forward to getting re-elected�I will be working hard to do that�so I can serve that area for another four 
years. 
Mr J.E. McGrath: Are you running for the Nats or the Libs? 
Mr T.K. WALDRON: I think the member knows the answer. It was a nice comment. At the end of the day, 
whatever party country politicians belong to, they have a huge responsibility after the next election. There are 
huge challenges ahead. Country politicians will have to work more closely together to achieve outcomes for 
those regions. With 48 seats in this house being in the metropolitan area and the coastal strip and 11 outside 
those areas, we will have to be very strategic and very strong to achieve what is needed for that area.  
I want to talk about the RREAC council, now called the RRETAC council�the Rural and Remote Education 
and Training Advisory Council�of which I am the deputy chair. Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm, the Labor upper 
house member for the south west, is the chairman. That council was appointed by the Minister for Education and 
Training. It is made up of stakeholders throughout WA, groups such as the Western Australian Farmers 
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Federation, the State School Teachers� Union of Western Australia, the Chamber of Minerals and Energy of 
Western Australia, the Country Women�s Association of Western Australia and others that get together to 
discuss and bring forward issues in country education. It is working very well. We have been able to provide 
good and strong advice to the minister. The minister has taken up some of that advice while the other is pending. 
At the end of the day, it is the minister�s decision. Sometimes councils can form and not do what they are meant 
to be doing. I am really happy as a deputy chair of that council to be providing some strategic advice to the 
minister that I hope will benefit country education. The teacher shortage and the teacher ratios have been a real 
priority for us as well as acting positions in teaching. There are far too many of those. That system needs to be 
changed. As long as I am a member of that committee, I will certainly be pushing for that.  

The other thing that we are pushing in education is resource sharing. We need to do this more and more. I am 
even talking about teachers sharing in some of our country areas. I think we can utilise the teachers in those areas 
better. We can also structure our district high schools better. I will talk about that more during the year. 
Maintenance of schools in my area is always an issue. There are probably four or five administration areas in 
schools in my electorate that need urgent attention. Some of these have been on the priority list for the past four 
years. I find it hard to understand how they can be on a priority list for four years but nothing ever happens. I 
will be pressing the minister to take action on those. In some instances the principal and the staff have to share 
toilets with the disabled children at the school. In this day and age, that should be put right. I will also be taking 
up the issue of Irlen syndrome this year, a condition that affects some children�s eyes and causes great problems 
with their reading. I am no expert but I am trying to learn more about it. The more I learn about it, the more I 
find that it could be having an effect. I may be wrong but I want to ensure that the Minister for Health and the 
minister for education look at this issue more closely. Some of the problems that we have with children with bad 
behaviour may stem from this condition that causes children to get behind because they cannot see what we see 
on the page. I want to push that quite strongly. 

We have talked about the police a lot in the house today. I want to talk about the police in my region. I have 
some real concerns. Last year we saw the closure of some country police stations. I do not want to go over the 
arguments that have been raised today other than to say�the police minister is in the chamber�that police in 
my area were relocated to nearby stations. They have since moved on to other stations. I know the positions are 
still there but the police are not there. I am really concerned that we are seeing police under real stress in Wagin. 
About two weeks ago I put out a press release saying that I was concerned that something tragic would happen, 
not to the public but to a member of the police force. I was thinking that a police officer could be overworked 
and have a car accident because he is working long hours. I do not know whether this is related but one of the 
police in that area has since had a heart attack. We need to talk about this issue. I heard the Premier say today in 
his statement that there will be an extra 420 police officers. We will have to transfer some police to those places 
otherwise we will have some severe problems. I am saying that in a very sincere and concerned way.  

I want to talk about infrastructure because it is very important to country WA. The lack of major infrastructure is 
a real issue in inland country areas in particular. Our plank is to put away 25 per cent of the mining and 
petroleum royalties for the regions into a fund that can be utilised. It is greatly needed. Last week there was an 
article in the newspaper about the pipeline at Yealering. We talk about water all the time. The government says 
that we are way ahead on water strategies. We have a pipeline carrying our vital resources that has been lying 
there. Although it is just outside my area, I got involved because I happen to know the people. I feel guilty that 
we have not jumped on that earlier. One good rain and we could have a major catastrophe out there. To the 
Water Corporation�s credit, now that we have put pressure on it and it has been highlighted, it will take steps to 
put that right. Only 16 months ago we had a similar situation between Katanning and Kojonup where we had to 
press for something to be done. We should not have to press. That should be an ongoing role within the Water 
Corporation. That is basic infrastructure. We can understand how country people feel when they see the big 
projects in Perth. Country people want the Fiona Stanley Hospital. They would like the stadium. They want 
Perth to have good facilities. It is just about equity. 
[Member�s time extended.] 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Tonight the new member for the Agricultural Region, Wendy Duncan, made her 
inaugural speech. I am sure that everyone who listened to that speech would have been impressed, and not 
because she is a National. She made some great points. I suggest that people read her speech. She quoted some 
of the comments of Lieutenant General John Sanderson and Fred Chaney about inland rural Western Australia 
becoming a different place. I cannot quite remember the words that Fred Chaney and Lieutenant General 
Sanderson used, but I plan to read her speech again tomorrow. It really hit home about the things we have been 
saying in this place for a long time. It is about equity. The Premier talked about country Western Australia this 
afternoon. He talked about Albany, Bunbury, Geraldton and Port Hedland. We want those towns to have good 
infrastructure. We support money being invested in those towns, but it is about time the government had a look 
inland. 
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I have a list here, but I will not go through it all. People in Narrogin have been waiting seven years for work to 
commence on a small section of the Narrogin link road. It probably would have cost about $1.1 million when it 
was first planned, but it will probably cost about $1.6 million or $1.8 million now. Trucks need to be able to get 
out of the town safely. There are huge industries in the area. There are cattle and sheep feedlots and there is a big 
hay processor, but we cannot get the roadworks done. Something is going to happen on that road; there is going 
to be a prang. 

I have spoken about the Narrogin agricultural college. It is a fine college. I think that about 34 per cent of its 
students are females, who have to live in dongas. We saw pictures of Fitzroy Crossing today. There are kids at 
this great educational institution, which the Premier has visited and which, hopefully, the Minister for Education 
and Training is going to look at. We need to bite the bullet and do some of these things, because it is important 
that we do so. Our regions are growing. I still read articles about country towns dying. Those days are gone. 
There might be some towns on the fringes that are still under severe pressure, but there is growth in my region. 
There is a bush change. That is why we are seeing developments not only in Williams, but also in many areas, 
such as Narrogin, Katanning, Darkan, Cuballing and Wandering. Land is being sold hand over fist at good 
prices. The move is on, and the government needs to get with it and realise that it is happening. We do not want 
the world; we just want some equity. 

I also want to make a point about the requirement for a computerised tomography scanner at Narrogin Regional 
Hospital. It is ridiculous that this hospital should not have one. It is a major regional hospital that services a huge 
area because other hospitals have been downgraded.  

That brings me to the issue of country health services. I am trying to get a meeting with the director of the WA 
Country Health Service, Kim Snowball, who I think is a good man. I am hopeful that he will get back to me 
tomorrow and that we will have that meeting. I see an opportunity to improve health services. We have a new 
Acting Director General of Health. Some comments have been made about new directions etc. Country health 
services need to go in a new direction. The National Party has some really good ideas. I think we can responsibly 
help the government deliver health services better to country Western Australia. The services in many areas are 
quite poor, mainly because hospitals have been downgraded and people must travel large distances. These 
services are crucial to people with young children and to older people. I am talking about Western Australian 
families. I know that the member for Avon also has some ideas about health matters. I would like an opportunity 
to meet the director and put those ideas to him. I hope that meeting will happen. If it does not, I will certainly 
raise the issue again in this house and ask why, as the National�s spokesperson on health, I cannot speak to the 
director to put some major points to him. We need to make the hospitals in Mt Barker, Katanning, Narrogin, 
Merredin and Moora proper regional hospitals. They need to do more. It would take pressure off the hospitals in 
Bunbury, Albany and Perth. We keep hearing about the patient assisted travel scheme and all the money that is 
spent on transport by the Royal Flying Doctor Service of Australia and ambulances when a lot of it could be 
done locally, which would benefit the local regions. We have great people in those regions who could provide 
those services. One such person is sitting right over there. There are people with great skills who can deliver � 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I saw the member in Esperance this year. I mean that, because at times we think that 
people in the regions cannot provide these services. 

Another point is that these areas will lose their doctors if the hospitals keep being downgraded. I have met with 
the doctors in Narrogin and Katanning. They want to keep their skills. They might want to move to the coast or 
back to Perth later on in life and let younger doctors come to the regions, but if they cannot maintain their skills 
because they cannot use them at the hospitals, they will leave the regions. One doctor who was recently to come 
to Narrogin from South Australia realised that he could not do this and that, and he has now gone to, I think, 
Bunbury or Mandurah. We need to address that issue. 
I want to touch briefly on a couple of pet subjects, one of which is road safety. I have worked with local road 
safety groups and SDERA�School Drug Education and Road Aware�which does a lot of work on road safety. 
There are some great programs in our schools. There is also a great program called Choose Respect operating in 
schools in Boddington, Boyup Brook and Wagin, and a couple of other schools are looking at it. It is run by 
Gary Butcher. Some members know about that program. It has had a huge effect in schools that I have been 
involved with. I am not saying that it is the panacea for everything, but I encourage members to look at the 
program. I encourage the Minister for Education and Training, whom I will talk to about it, to look at the 
program, because it gets the police, community leaders and shires involved with schools and schoolteachers. It is 
getting great results for kids. If it is working, let us give it more of a run. 
I acknowledge that speed kills. There is a new proposal to lower speed limits. I have spoken to people in my area 
about that proposal. I do not think it will be accepted in country WA. I have supported proposals to lower speed 
limits in certain areas. However, I am concerned that if the speed limit is lowered to 100 kilometres an hour 
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across the board, we will have an adverse reaction. I think that people will say, �They don�t listen; they don�t 
care; they don�t understand. Bugger them.� Excuse my language; I retract that. We have maps that show where 
accidents have occurred. We should make those sections of roads a priority. Perhaps we need to lower the speed 
limit on some sections of road that stretch for 1.5 or two kilometres. However, we need to get serious about 
clearing the verges along those dangerous sections of road where fatal and bad accidents have occurred. We need 
to look at installing barriers along those sections. The South Western Highway is terribly dangerous. There were 
more deaths near Kirup only a week ago. I have been to meetings in Boddington to discuss the issue of trucks 
from the mine that travel along the Boddington-Pinjarra road. I know that one of the officers of the Minister for 
Planning and Infrastructure is going to meet with the Shire of Boddington. Hopefully, some passing lanes or 
slow truck lanes will be constructed, because that is an extremely dangerous situation. I travel along the 
Wickepin-Kulin road, as do school buses and hay trucks. When people see a truck on that road, they have to 
slow down and move off it, otherwise they will get killed. Work is underway on the section of road east of 
Corrigin, which is fantastic. However, this section of road must be a priority. 
I also want to touch on the value of sport. I think of the late member for Murdoch when I talk about this issue. I 
say this every year, but every year the value of sport is rammed home to me even more. When we talk about 
sport, we talk about health, leadership, discipline and self-esteem and about communities working together. 
Sport is of huge value. I think we underestimate it. I welcome the new stadium to be built in Perth. I have spoken 
with Wayne Bradshaw and I welcome the fact that the minister is going to underwrite the amount of money that 
the West Australian Football Commission will receive. I was concerned that had that not happened, the great 
development programs for country football would have been the first things to suffer. Football, hockey and 
netball are getting together much more in our regions. I think it is the way to go. I was pleased that Peter Watson, 
the member for Albany, and his group came through our area and listened to the public. I was a little 
disappointed by the turnout in a couple of places, because it is really important that we continue to take sport 
forward. 

I turn now to the issue of swimming pools. A lot of swimming pools in the shires need to be upgraded. I think 
that there should be a separate community sporting and recreation facilities fund with strict guidelines for shires 
that have to upgrade pools that are probably 30-plus years old. It is a priority. Those shires need a hand. It might 
be on a one-third, one-third, one-third basis, because I fear that some shires will close their pools because they 
cannot manage them. Swimming teachers are also a big priority. 
On 11 April the Premier is going to Katanning�I am very grateful for that�to open the new grassed fairways. 
These are serviced by a water system using grey water. When the Premier was Minister for Sport and 
Recreation, the proposal was knocked back. I lobbied the Premier hard on that, and he overruled that decision. 
We now have a wonderful all-round golf course in Katanning, which serves a huge area. People from that whole 
area had to go to Collie or Albany to have a game of golf in the summer. I thank the Premier for going to 
Katanning. It will mean a lot to the people there that he is going to visit Katanning. I think the Premier made a 
great decision at the time. It showed some forward thinking. The utilisation of grey water in our country towns is 
critical. 
While the Minister for Water Resources is in the chamber, I will briefly raise the issue of deep sewerage. I will 
soon be going to the minister with a plan for Hyden. We have a plan and a cost from private enterprise, so we 
will go to see the minister about that. We will just have a couple more public meetings in Hyden. We are trying 
in a practical way to help the minister get deep sewerage in country WA. 

I will finish by saying that my area is a great one to represent. Some great things are happening in tourism in my 
area. Great advances are being made because shires are working together. I believe that is the way to go. 
However, I have two major concerns with Western Power and the Water Corporation. I believe that these two 
bodies have lost sight of what they are meant to be there for. I know that there has been disaggregation and that 
they are operating in a private way. However, people are being treated poorly by both those bodies. In the street 
in Perth in which I have a house, my neighbour is complaining because it will cost him $800 to put in the new 
underground power, and then he will have to pay for all the electrical stuff. In country WA, it would probably 
cost $20 000 to take the power across the road, and people have to pay $2 000 up-front. 
Mr J.C. Kobelke: Where is it $800? Normally it is $4 000 to $5 000. 
Mr T.K. WALDRON: I am just saying that that is what my neighbour has been telling me. He might be wrong; 
it might be more than that. However, in country WA the cost is huge, and I am going to raise the up-front 
payment again and take it further. I believe that the culture in those bodies needs to change. Western Australia is 
a great state, but people need water and power. We must make sure that people can get them fairly. 
I thank the house for the opportunity to speak tonight. I certainly look forward to continue doing my job in a 
great region of the state that does not ask for too much�just for fair recognition and equity. I am confident that 
it will again be another great year for our region, and I look forward to being part of it. 
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MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury) [9.32 pm]: In planning my response to the Premier�s Statement for 2008, I 
glanced back at some of the comments I had made during the past few years to make sure that I had not forgotten 
any major issues that were faced by my electorate. However, I must say that a lot of those old issues that I 
brought to the attention of the Labor government and relevant ministers still remain unresolved. Therefore, 
instead of closing the gap on the huge disparity in services and infrastructure in regional WA, that gap continues 
to widen. I hear about and witness this every day in my office. Basically, Bunbury and the south west generally 
are not getting due recognition and reward, despite the area being a powerhouse of the state economy that 
contributed $9 billion in gross regional product last year. There are too many needs in the region to go through 
them all, so I will concentrate on just a few. 

I will touch on Homeswest and public housing. Obviously, Bunbury is not unique in the fact that it is suffering a 
severe housing affordability crisis. I will focus on this issue on behalf of all Western Australians who are 
struggling to keep a roof over their heads. There are tens of thousands of them. With more than 15 000 people 
already on the Homeswest waiting list, waiting years to secure a home, the situation is dire. I do not think 
enough attention is being given to it, and it is not getting the commitment that it deserves. The Labor government 
promised 58 new Homeswest properties in Bunbury over the next four years. That number will not even scratch 
the surface. In Bunbury alone, last September 468 individuals, couples or families were on the waitlist, and in 
the south west the figure was 1 076. Since being elected, my office has dealt with � 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.P. O�Gorman): Can members have their conversations outside, please. We 
are trying to listen to the member who is on his feet. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: Since being elected, my office has dealt with more than 90 people who have been 
suffering because of the extensive waiting time for people on the Homeswest waiting list. These people are 
desperate, and nothing is being done to help them put a roof over their heads. Instead of increasing the stock 
levels, the government has been reducing them. In September 2002, there were 1 194 Homeswest houses in 
Bunbury, yet last year there were just 1 128; that is, a reduction of 66. In announcing the Homeswest building 
program, it is underhanded of this government not to reveal how many houses are actually lying vacant or being 
sold off. It is a kick in the teeth for those who are hard up, such as pensioners, single mothers and people with 
disabilities, and who are waiting years on a waiting list, when 42 Homeswest houses are lying vacant in 
Bunbury, and 66 have disappeared from the list in the past five years. The properties lying vacant are also of 
deep concern to me, especially when we discover that many of them have been vacant for more than 21 months. 
I imagine that many of my colleagues in the chamber, like me, are frustrated with the appalling situation and, 
regrettably, having to inform constituents that there is really nothing that we can do to help them. It is really 
difficult. Sometimes I say to people, �I�m sorry, but there�s nothing much I can do for you.� 
To illustrate this, I will refer to just one sad case with which I have been dealing recently. After trying every 
avenue, I had to resign myself to the fact that there was nothing much more that I could do to help a genuine 
couple who were suffering through no fault of their own. This couple had worked all their lives until a few years 
ago when the husband was struck down with leukaemia. Unfortunately, the couple did not own their own home, 
so when the wife left work to care for her husband�who, by the way, is also an epileptic�the soaring rental 
costs created a financial burden that added to their immense emotional burden. The husband is now in remission, 
but has been weakened by his illness. He is now on Centrelink benefits and his wife is on a carer�s pension. They 
live in one of the cheapest rental properties in Bunbury, and that costs about $150 a week. However, even that is 
too much for them. The costs of medication, trips to Perth to visit specialists and dental work to replace the 
husband�s teeth because of the radiation therapy are high, and this couple cannot cope any more. Upon hearing 
that sad story, one would think that this couple would be eligible for priority housing. Even then, there is up to a 
six-month wait for priority housing. However, when that is compared with a four-year waiting list, it is the best 
option. However, after an appeal and a request for another one, the couple are now resigned to the fact that, 
similar to so many others in dire circumstances, this burden will not be shifted from them, and it will not be 
lifted in the foreseeable future. 
Despite the immense wealth generated in this state by the resources boom, this government is neglecting those 
who have not benefited from the boom. There is immense prosperity around the place. However, a lot of people 
are falling through the cracks like never before. As the member for Wagin said earlier, it is great to build new 
stadiums and foreshore developments in our city, but I feel that as a society and as a government, we must 
ensure that the people who are left behind by the boom are also given a helping hand. The Homeswest building 
program must be increased significantly. If we continue to fail to meet the soaring demand for public housing, it 
will be a blight on our society. We all know very well that interest rates are rising. The number of new home 
starts has been falling this year compared with last year. Last year I think there were about 25 000 new home 
starts, and this year there will be about 22 500 or something like that. There is increasing financial pressure on 
mortgage repayments, and if we are not careful, there will be a major problem in our midst, and it will only get 
worse. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 26 February 2008] 

 p331a-341a 
Mr Terry Waldron; Mr John Castrilli; Acting Speaker; Mr Tony Simpson 

 [7] 

I will touch on health and disability services. This is another issue in which those who desperately need the 
services are finding that they are nonexistent. That is because the health and disability services that are provided 
across Western Australia are in disarray. In regional centres, those services are in crisis. Health services for 
children are critically deficient, and the disparity between city services and country services is widening. I want 
to point out a few of the disparities that I have come across in my electorate. Infant hearing tests are offered free 
of charge at all Perth major public hospitals. However, in regional Western Australia they are not offered to new 
mothers while in hospital. In Bunbury, hearing tests are available at the clinic, at a cost of $66. However, most 
parents are not aware of that, because no-one is employed to visit the Bunbury Regional Hospital maternity ward 
for this purpose. In 2006, 868 babies were born at Bunbury Regional Hospital. The number of births has grown 
by 176 in just four years. That is a lot of infants who are not screened. We all know that hearing is a critical part 
of a child�s social, emotional and cognitive development. Even mild, or partial, hearing loss can affect a child�s 
ability to speak and understand language. It seems that the Labor government has recognised the importance of 
hearing tests for the development of children in Perth, but, sadly, children in the regions are not afforded the 
same basic right to access inexpensive hearing test technology. When these infants grow and it is suspected that 
they have hearing problems, the situation worsens. I have spoken to several mothers whose children had to wait 
six months for a basic hearing test. After that test had been done, they then had to face a further wait for 
procedures to be done, which might mean that the condition of their child would worsen, which would add to the 
developmental problems that might result. One mother told me that her young son had to repeat preschool due to 
this problem, only to be faced with another long wait for treatment. This mother also fears that this is causing 
developmental delays for her child. This situation is repeated when parents of children in the south west seek 
services such as occupational therapy and speech therapy. There are now almost 150 000 people in the south 
west. These services are not a luxury. They are a basic right.  
The free influenza vaccination program for children under five that was announced recently by the Department 
of Health is yet another example of this government�s city-centric focus. There are nearly 40 000 children under 
five in regional Western Australia. Those children have been ignored by this program. This program is funded by 
Telethon. The Department of Health has not recognised that much of the Telethon funds are generated in 
regional Western Australia. Those of us who live in regional areas know how much work is done by people who 
contribute to Telethon. The children who are the hardest hit by the lack of services in the south west are children 
with disabilities. Children with disabilities require these services more often, and in many cases they are forced 
to travel to Perth. I have spoken to one mother whose child had to wait three years for an autism assessment. In 
the end, the mother paid for her child to go into the private sector in Perth, and it was found that he was indeed 
autistic. I understand that improvements have recently been made in this area. I applaud the Labor government 
for that. However, there is still a long way to go.  

In pointing out these issues, I must stress the importance of early childhood intervention. Early childhood 
intervention and prevention programs are crucial in my mind�I do not think anyone has any doubt about this�
in setting the foundations for a child�s learning behaviour and health outcomes in later life. If the human 
consequences of these failures have not convinced us that we need to take urgent action, it might be helpful to 
remember that every dollar spent on early intervention saves us about $7 in the future. I think those figures are 
right. That investment in early intervention and detection of problems is very important, because it saves a 
helluva lot of money in the long run. In order for these savings to occur, greater focus must be placed on the 
recruitment and retention of specialist medical staff in the south west. When the government develops these 
health programs and policies, it is high time that it started to include regional Western Australia in its planning.  

I want to touch on the problem of young people who have been placed in nursing homes. Some years ago, even 
before I entered Parliament, I became involved in trying to address the dire need for a facility in the south west 
for young people in nursing homes.  
Mr A.D. McRae: As an alternative to young people being in nursing homes? 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: Yes. At the moment, young people with an acquired brain injury or with a degenerative 
disease are placed in aged care facilities. 

Mr A.D. McRae: That is why I said as an alternative.  

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: Yes. Sorry. I think we all know that the Council of Australian Governments� agreement 
in 2004 finally addressed what I thought was the old problem of the state and federal governments blaming each 
other and expecting each other to do something about this problem, with the result that neither government 
accepted responsibility for this problem and nothing was done. Finally, the state and federal governments agreed 
to work together to address the appalling situation of people in their early twenties being forced to live in aged 
care facilities. We all know that aged care facilities are places in which patients are cared for and kept 
comfortable during the final years of their lives. Those facilities have strict regimes and routines. They are not 
able to provide any rehabilitation therapies, so they are not conducive to recovery, and neither should they be, 
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because that is not their role. Until the COAG decision was made to address the problem of young people in 
nursing homes, young people with an acquired brain injury or with a degenerative disease were placed in those 
facilities.  

I began this journey when the 21-year-old daughter of a dear friend of mine suffered severe brain injury in a car 
accident. The daughter, Kylie, was placed in an aged care facility in Bunbury. She received no sensory therapy 
and no rehabilitation therapy in that facility, and she was given no opportunity to unlock her mind. For six years, 
she lived among the very old and all that goes along with that. At times she did not even have a room to herself. 
She died while she was still in that aged care home. 

Dr G.G. Jacobs: That is very sad . 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: Yes, it is very sad.  

In March 2007, our state government signed a contract with the federal government to fund the relocation of 
young people already in aged care facilities and to prevent the need for other young people to go into aged care 
facilities. Early figures show that 484 people under the age of 65 are in aged care facilities. Fifty-nine of those 
people are under 50 years of age. This figure is growing. I readily acknowledge that Western Australia has a 
good track record in attempting to provide age and condition-appropriate facilities for those with high-care 
needs. However, I believe the funding for disabilities is appallingly inadequate. The young people in residential 
aged care program, known as YPRAC, provides funding for 73 people under the age of 50, over five years. 
Forty-three of these places will be for the relocation of young people from aged care. The remaining 30 places 
will be for the at-risk category to prevent young people from going into aged care.  
[Member�s time extended.] 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: In the August 2007 round, 34 young people were eligible under the YPRAC program, 
but only one person out of the 34 was funded. It is easy to talk about statistics, but what will the remaining 33 
do? I have met a lot of those people and their families. We all know that family members work 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week in their role as carers. They cannot leave their homes. Carers have no life; they have given 
their lives to the care of their loved ones. That is what we would expect them to do, but giving care 24/7 takes 
the lives of entire families. Sadly, these families are collapsing. A number of young people in Bunbury are in 
urgent need of high-care funding. A number of young mothers and fathers have degenerative diseases and are at 
the point of not being able to be cared for at home. Even if they get this funding, which is a long shot, we have 
no facilities for them to go to. It is bad enough that they have already been dealt the shocking blow of developing 
a degenerative disease, but to know that there are no facilities close to their homes or close to their children for 
them to go to when they are forced into care is simply not fair. It is really sad. That is one of my number one 
priorities. I acknowledge that it is really not possible to have multiple sclerosis-specific, Huntington�s disease-
specific or acquired brain injury-specific facilities in the region. However, we can and we must have a facility 
that can deal with all those conditions, not only through full-time care but also by providing respite care, which 
is sadly lacking. Specialist facilities in Perth have long waitlists, so we desperately need a facility in the south 
west to take the pressure off those facilities. More importantly, we need to allow young people to live out their 
remaining days in appropriate facilities close to their families.  
I have written to the minister, but she has dismissed the level of need in the south west. I invite the minister to 
meet with these families. She should come to Bunbury and the greater Bunbury region and determine for herself 
what the needs really are, rather than rely on the statistics that are given to her. There are a lot of people who 
really need some assistance. I am talking about people who have a wide range of degenerative diseases but who 
have no facilities to go to and for whom no respite is available. It is a really sad state. I implore the government 
and any future government, for that matter, to significantly increase funding to the disability sector in our 
community and to provide recurrent funding and facilities within the regions. These facilities should not just be 
in the metropolitan area. I implore the government to do that. There are a lot of people in regional Western 
Australia who are really hurting. All we are doing is relying on their good graces, I suppose�I do not quite 
know what the word is. They are 24/7 carers for their husbands, wives or children. We do not expect anything 
less, but they are at breaking point.  
I will also talk about the need for a third magistrate in Bunbury. This is another appalling issue that has been 
ignored for many, many years. There is a desperate need for a third full-time magistrate in Bunbury. All criminal 
trial dates for this year in the Bunbury Magistrates Court are booked out. Bookings are now being taken for 
2009. The Attorney General revealed in answers to my questions on notice that the average wait for a full-day 
criminal trial in Bunbury is 54 weeks and that there is a 42-week wait for a half-day trial. In Perth, full-day 
criminal trials are delayed by only 20 weeks. The delays in Bunbury are nearly three times those of Perth. These 
extensive waitlists are not a new phenomenon. There have been a few bandaid measures. Apart from that, 
nothing has been addressed. One bandaid measure has been to slightly ease the pressure in Bunbury with a 
temporary magistrate. This magistrate comes to Bunbury on a monthly basis, I think for only one day�I am not 
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quite sure. If that temporary magistrate was not there, the waitlist would be out to 60 or 70 weeks. The contract 
for the temporary magistrate finishes in June this year. If a permanent magistrate is not secured by then, I 
shudder to think how much worse this already dire situation could get. We really need a full-time magistrate. 
Victims of crime need closure. Having to wait more than 12 months for a case to be resolved is an extremely 
unjust element of our so-called justice system. The same heartache is being felt by those tangled up in the 
Bunbury Family Court, where there is an average wait of 22 weeks for a trial. What worries me is that these 
waitlists are having an impact on children who are already suffering. It has been recognised that Bunbury has the 
most overburdened courts in the state, with waiting lists longer than those for any other court. The south west 
community has had to put up with an under-resourced and therefore inefficient justice system for far too long. It 
is high time that a third magistrate was sent to Bunbury. That needs to be done quickly.  

I will touch on transport infrastructure. I have talked a lot about infrastructure in the past. I will move away from 
the deficiencies in the services to point out the need for a major investment boost in south west infrastructure. It 
was great to finally hear the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure openly acknowledge in January the need for 
a reliable and fast rail link to Perth. I thank the minister for that. I also thank her for taking the initiative to 
develop a feasibility study into this. I look forward to the outcome of that study. I hope that while that is being 
done, the Australind passenger rail service is maintained and upgraded as promised by the Labor government in 
2001.  

Mr M.J. Cowper: The government tried to close it. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: The government tried to close it and there was an enormous community backlash to 
that.  

Mr A.D. McRae: Rubbish. We did not try to close it.  

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: I do not have time to go through that now, but when we do get time, I will tell the 
member how it would have been done.  

Mr A.D. McRae: Do you have a view about the route that it should take?  

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI: I will just finish what I am saying as I have only a few minutes left. I do not think that I 
will get through what I need to say. The Australind turns 21 this year. At best, it is unreliable. Between January 
and September last year, 26 services were cancelled or terminated because of mechanical problems. There have 
been cosmetic refurbishments within the train, yet there is a serious need for the new rolling stock. Track 
upgrades have gone begging. The train is used by not only recreational passengers, but also many people with 
disabilities, seniors, and cancer patients who travel to Perth for treatments and appointments. It is therefore vital 
that this service is maintained and upgraded until a faster link is established and the whole system is looked at. 

On top of our rail network needs, there is a critical need to bring the road networks up to sufficient levels to cope 
with the massive population and economic boom in our region. Over the past five years the south west has had 
an average growth in population rate of 1.8 per cent, with a growth of 12 264 people since 2001, and that is 
higher than both the state and the national rates. The gross regional product of the south west has soared from 
$5.2 billion in 2001-02 to more than $9 billion in 2006-07. Therefore, the boom has been a great thing for my 
electorate in many respects; however, infrastructure spending has not mirrored growth. Major problems are 
arising, especially on the roads. We desperately need a commitment to the second stage of the port access road, 
along with a commitment to all the stages of the outer ring-road. That will enable us to keep pace with the 
growth in our region and take the pressure off, especially the heavy haulage pressure. To my mind the 
government should be committed not only to completing all the stages but also to completing them within five 
years. I believe it is well overdue. 

As well as these two projects, the state government must live up to its broken promises and recommission the 
Greenbushes-Bunbury rail line. In 2004 my mind was put at rest when the Labor government made this promise, 
which was desperately needed to reduce the pressure on the region�s ageing roads. The promise contained no 
proviso that it had to be economically viable. The promise was made that it would be done, yet we have seen 
nothing. The rail line is vital if we want to reduce road deaths, encourage tourism and make the south west an 
attractive place to live. An extra 144 truck movements on the road daily is causing chaos on roads that are not 
equipped to handle that much traffic. We all know that the Eelup roundabout is a prime example. It is the state�s 
worst roundabout for crash frequencies, and must be part of the black spot program. I know that there are plans 
to improve it but I implore the government that it must be done early and completed within five years. 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Serpentine-Jarrahdale) [10.02 pm]: I will not bother the chamber much longer but if I 
can get my speech in tonight, I would appreciate it. My reply to the Premier�s Statement is about the needs of the 
Serpentine-Jarrahdale and hills areas. Last year�s state budget shows that in total some $2 billion was spent on 
the Perth-Mandurah railway line. How much was spent on replacing the old, rundown police station in 
Mundijong? Nothing. In the budget for last year, $50 million was allocated to a performing arts centre in 
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Northbridge. I am sure a performing arts centre is important, but so is an extension of Tonkin Highway past 
Byford and Mundijong, and nothing was spent on that. Last year the government spent $605 000 on a new 
skylight at Perth train station. I am sure the skylight was badly needed, but also needed was a plan for extra 
schools in the Shire of Serpentine-Jarrahdale, and nothing was spent on that. 

The electorate I represent is an outer metropolitan, semi-rural district and the community there feels that it is 
largely missing out on the good times created by the mining boom. The people in the community feel that they 
are being ignored by this state government. The police station in Mundijong is one example of how this 
government is ignoring the community. I am sure that the Minister for Police and Emergency Services is sick of 
hearing about this station. I have mentioned it several times in the past few years. However, I cannot mention it 
enough, as it is a key issue for many people in my electorate. The police station services the entire Shire of 
Serpentine-Jarrahdale and extends into the Peel region. The station was built more than 50 years ago for two 
police officers, and now houses seven police officers. A reasonable person would acknowledge that police 
officers working in a police station that was built to hold two officers and is now holding seven are working in 
conditions in which we certainly would not have to work. They do not have a defined lunchroom, a separate desk 
or a lockup station. The police station has basically outlived its life. I am sure the minister has heard me talk 
about this issue many times before, but an upgrade to this station for the area is very important. It is most 
important given that today we spoke about police and keeping them in the best conditions we possibly can. 
Another issue I want to touch on is the matter of power outages in the Roleystone region and the hills area 
throughout my electorate. Last year Roleystone suffered more power outages than any other locality in Western 
Australia. The numbers speak for themselves: 2 183 paying customers reported more than nine blackouts in 
2005-06, with some of these outages lasting for several hours. I am sure that you, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr A.P. 
O�Gorman), agree that this is not a good outcome. Last week one of my staff members was told by a constituent 
from Roleystone that the power goes out so often in that area that the IGA supermarket in Roleystone is forced 
to maintain its own generator so that it can operate during the blackouts. I think the solution is clear: the 
powerlines in Roleystone and many other communities in the hills need to be upgraded so that the residences and 
businesses no longer suffer the ridiculous number of outages that they are currently exposed to. Where necessary 
the state government should increase the level of its effort directed towards underground powerlines, especially 
in the hills, as currently powerlines are being pulled down by trees. 
Another issue in the hills is the actual roads. Roleystone and the hills areas also need to become a focus of this 
government. I am sure that the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure knows that an RAC survey found a 10-
kilometre stretch of Brookton Highway through Karragullen to be the second most dangerous stretch of road in 
Western Australia. This road carries a lot of heavy traffic as well as local traffic. Most of Brookton Highway is a 
single-lane highway, and there is certainly an argument that some parts could be dual-carriage sections, 
especially through the more populated areas of the hills. One of the other main issues is that there is not enough 
room at bus stops along Brookton Highway on the way down through the hills for two trucks to pass while buses 
are parked at the side of the road. This is basically an accident waiting to happen. The local roads throughout 
Roleystone, Karragullen, Bedfordale, Jarrahdale and many other parts of the hills also need a lot of work. I 
understand that is the responsibility of the local government authorities; however, many of these areas have a 
high volume of tourists from other parts of the state, other states and other countries. I believe it would be a good 
idea for the minister to consider assisting the local governments involved in making these roads more reliable 
and easy to use for visitors to the area. 
Brookton Highway is not the only road in my electorate that the RAC found to be dangerous. A 12-kilometre 
section of South Western Highway passing through the centre of Byford was found to be the seventh most 
dangerous road in Western Australia. As I said, the road passes through the centre of Byford. Children cross the 
road to go to school, and they ride along it in the morning and in the afternoon. Everyone in Byford, as well as in 
other towns such as Cardup, Mundijong and Serpentine, has to drive along it every day. My electorate office is 
located on this road in Byford, and every day we see trucks driving along the road, quite often speeding. Clearly 
an issue exists and the state government needs to act. One obvious solution to this problem is to extend Tonkin 
Highway from Thomas Road, past Byford to Mundijong. This would take many trucks travelling along the 
highway off the South Western Highway and onto the new section of Tonkin Highway. It is such a shame that 
this has not happened yet. In 2004 the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure made an in-principle promise to 
extend Tonkin Highway south of Byford to Mundijong by 2008. Not only has Tonkin Highway not been 
extended but also work has not even started and the government has not even allocated the money to do the work 
in the state budget or in the forward estimates. This is a sad reflection on the current state Labor government�s 
continued failure to deliver on its promises for much-needed infrastructure projects. I request, for what I believe 
is the seventh time in this chamber, that the state government seriously consider extending Tonkin Highway as 
promised. This would make a long and fairly busy section of this road much safer for the residents of the 
communities who live along it. 
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Another way in which this state Labor government is neglecting communities is through the education system. I 
do not believe that any rational member on either side of this house could deny that there are serious problems 
with the education system. Some schools are old and no longer properly equipped to achieve the outcomes of a 
modern education system. A case in point is Byford Primary School. It was originally built some 86 years ago. 
Although most of the buildings are much younger than this, it is still getting on in years. As a result of its age, 
the school is far too small for the current number of students it houses. The number of students attending Byford 
Primary School increased by 40 this year. The other primary school, Marri Grove Primary School, grew by 30 to 
a total of 390 students in the school. I was informed two weeks ago that there were insufficient classrooms at 
Marri Grove Primary School, which my daughter attends. She had to take classes in an activities area because 
the transportable was two weeks late. In today�s society of having schools that are well equipped, this is a sad 
reflection on the government. This population growth is unsustainable. The state government should think 
seriously about building another school in the Byford area. As massive subdivisions are being developed in the 
area and a lot of new houses are being built, we should now be planning for the next school before the pressure 
gets too much on the two current schools in town. In this day and age no child should go without a classroom 
and all children should be learning in the best possible environment. This problem is not restricted to one town. I 
have been informed by people in the northern end of the hills that there are similar problems at Chidlow Primary 
School, which has been at the top of the Swan district work list for over 10 years. This school desperately needs 
maintenance work to be done on its buildings, but it keeps getting bumped aside for other priorities. Learning 
should be a pleasure and as easy as possible for our children. I want my children to enjoy their schooling 
experience. We should all want this. We should make our public schools as good as they can be. The state 
government has a responsibility to ensure that our public schools are places where our children feel safe and 
comfortable to learn in.  

We need to ensure that we plan for the future. When we talk about education, we need to ensure that we have 
quality schools with the right number of classrooms in the right areas. When we talk about housing development, 
we should build where it makes sense. In my home town of Byford, for example, some of the developments 
being built are great but some are not. The rural nature of the area is being destroyed and thousands of new 
homes are being built, yet the infrastructure to cater for the new people moving in is not being established. There 
is little public transport for the town. As I mentioned earlier, the primary schools are already overcrowded. We 
must plan intelligently for better communities. Instead of building suburbs for which infrastructure does not 
exist, we should be establishing more urban infill for those people who want to live in high-density areas.  

I believe that the natural environment of our communities in the hills also needs to be protected. This not only 
includes the peaceful rural lifestyle that many residents of these communities have come to expect and enjoy, but 
also the native environment that has been allowed to co-exist with human habitation. The Darling Range is a 
great place and a beautiful place to live, right on the doorstep of Perth. It is worth protecting. This does not mean 
rejecting development 100 per cent, but it does mean limiting it and ensuring that it fits in with the rural 
environment of existing communities. The value of the hills would be destroyed if the area became just one more 
suburb of Perth. 

To sum up, there are some issues within my electorate that I am trying to push again with this government as we 
go into an election year, and certain issues are unfolding. Transport is a huge issue within my electorate. 
Schooling will always be an issue with the urban sprawl. As you probably understand, Madam Deputy Speaker 
(Mrs D.J. Guise), the area of Wanneroo had a similar influx of people with new suburbs popping up and the 
pressure that comes with that. One thing that is clear to developers is that they can build a subdivision in a place 
such as Byford that already has a small town infrastructure of a doctor, supermarket and chemist to tap into. At 
the same time, it puts pressure back on to start to deliver on things such as transport, schooling, higher education, 
the train line and so forth. We need to look at the bigger picture. The Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 
made a comment recently about the infill�urbanise or die. That is a pretty good statement. If we look at a map 
of Perth and the rural spread down the coast, we can see that my electorate is nearly 40 kilometres from Perth. 
Subdivisions are being developed where houses will be built on less than 500 square metre blocks. They are 
driven by value because Byford is a cheaper place to buy and build, but we have to wonder whether we are going 
to put people further out of the metropolitan area. It is great if people work close by. It takes me just over an hour 
to get into the city in the morning. We are isolating those people. Transport is not a great concern in today�s 
society as it is easy to do, but all these people will start to move out to these areas and demand to know when the 
train will go out that way. I understand that there has to be a population base before a train line can be built.  

I wanted to put those few things on the record. I thank members for staying back and letting me speak for a 
further 15 minutes.  

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr J.C. Kobelke (Leader of the House).  

House adjourned at 10.14 pm 
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